
Unlocking Africa’s Energy Potential: A Critical Year for Upstream Licensing Rounds 
 
The Invest in African Energy 2025 Forum in Paris will showcase Africa’s key upstream licensing 
opportunities, offering investors exclusive access to critical data and insights, alongside a 
comprehensive Licensing Rounds Report to guide strategic decision-making. 
 
With a multitude of licensing rounds set to unfold across the continent in 2025, now is the time 
for investors to rethink their strategies and seize the substantial opportunities in Africa’s rapidly 
evolving energy landscape. From the established fields of North Africa’s Mediterranean basin, to 
West Africa’s prolific production hubs, to East Africa’s emerging frontiers, these licensing 
opportunities promise high returns for investors seeking new sources of energy and avenues for 
growth. The push for regional energy development is stronger than ever, as the continent is 
primed to play a pivotal role in meeting rising demand while driving local economic growth.  
 
The Invest in African Energy (IAE) Forum, set to take place in Paris on May 13-14, 2025, serves 
as a premier platform for showcasing these diverse opportunities and facilitating upstream 
investment across the continent. The forum will offer investors exclusive access to high-quality 
technical data, regulatory insights and investment opportunities within Africa’s upstream sector. 
IAE 2025 provides an opportunity for direct engagement with African governments, national oil 
companies, energy regulators and international partners, enabling one-on-one discussions and 
tailored sessions to explore licensing opportunities across the continent. 
 
As high-growth emerging markets increasingly compete for global capital, African countries are 
distinguishing themselves through competitive fiscal terms, streamlined licensing processes, 
and a commitment to transparency and investor engagement. Several African governments are 
partnering with seismic data providers like TGS and SLB to enhance access to high-quality 
datasets – including seismic surveys, production forecasts and field development plans – with 
frontier markets such as Liberia, Mauritania and Tanzania making strides in improving 
geological data transparency. Africa’s licensing rounds are increasingly backed by robust 
geological surveys, making due diligence and strategic decision-making more efficient. 
Transparent processes, such as dedicated digital platforms for easy data access and open 
bidding rounds, have simplified market entry for both new and seasoned investors. 
 
Regional stability, regulatory clarity and government commitment to long-term energy growth 
are also key factors enhancing the attractiveness of African licensing rounds. The introduction of 
oil and gas reforms in Nigeria, for instance, have significantly boosted investor confidence, while 
specific tax exemptions for marginal fields or new exploration zones make certain rounds even 
more compelling, offering investors an opportunity to maximize returns while minimizing risk. 
Africa’s diverse offerings – ranging from established hydrocarbon reserves in Angola’s offshore 
fields to untapped exploration zones in the East African Rift – provide investors with flexibility to 
diversify their portfolios across both mature and frontier areas. 
 
To help investors navigate this dynamic landscape, IAE 2025 will highlight key licensing 
opportunities in Africa, offering detailed insights into each region’s hydrocarbon potential. To 
further support this, the forum has compiled a Licensing Rounds Report, which outlines 
available opportunities, technical data and upcoming bid rounds across North, West, East and 
Central Africa. This report provides investors with a valuable roadmap to make strategic, 
informed decisions and offers a preview of key content to be explored at the upcoming forum. 
To download the report and stay ahead of the curve as Africa’s energy future unfolds, please 
visit https://invest-africa-energy.com/download-licensing-rounds-report.  
 

https://hubs.la/Q03g67v00
https://invest-africa-energy.com/download-licensing-rounds-report


IAE 2025 is an exclusive forum designed to facilitate investment between African energy 
markets and global investors. Taking place May 13-14, 2025 in Paris, the event offers delegates 
two days of intensive engagement with industry experts, project developers, investors and 
policymakers. For more information, please visit www.invest-africa-energy.com. To sponsor or 
participate as a delegate, please contact sales@energycapitalpower.com.  
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