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T
he African proverb, “If you want to go 
quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, 
go together,” rings true beyond the 

continent. And perhaps, nowhere else does 
this resonate more than in Dubai—a place 
that brings together people from all across the 
globe to go the distance. So while these two 
geographies are not often compared, indeed 
this shared sentiment forms the foundation 
for collaboration between Dubai and Africa. 
In The Business Year’s first special report ex-
ploring inter-regional ties, we identify and ex-
pand on areas for economic collaboration that 
will drive the trajectories of both geographies, 
highlighting the forward momentum that will 
allow stakeholders—be they public sector enti-
ties, large multinational companies, or SMEs—
to capitalize on the untapped potential.

And both Dubai and Africa continually 
prove just how far you can go when you go to-
gether. They are making leaps in technology 
and innovation with young, entrepreneurial 
populations committed to moving their com-
munities ahead. Traditionally, strong trade ties 
have characterized most relations between Af-
rica and Dubai and surely will continue to play 
an essential role. What’s more, even as further 
trade potential is unlocked, the opportuni-
ties outside of trade abound. Interwoven with 
trade, and against a backdrop of increasing in-

vestor confidence, these opportunities include 
infrastructure development, finance, industry, 
logistics, public sector innovation, and emerg-
ing technologies.

The content in this report is specifically cu-
rated to provide a holistic look at these areas 
of collaboration, framed by asking how they 
will continue to progress. The acceleration of 
change in an increasingly digital world will 
necessitate bold, disruptive ideas, and only 
such ideas can solve some of Dubai and Afri-
ca’s most pressing challenges. It is with this 
awareness that Dubai Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (Dubai Chamber), an enabler of 
dialogue, collaboration, and investment, ex-
panded upon its Global Business Forum (GBF) 
series for its fifth edition of its Africa-focused 
event. After launching the initial round of the 
GBF Mentorship Programme, the latest edition 
of GBF Africa focuses on scaling innovative 
ideas and driving entrepreneurial cooperation 
to herald a new era of growth and prosperity.

Combining Dubai Chamber’s expertise in 
fostering relationships and already-robust 
trade ties with Africa, with The Business Year’s 
market research and insights spanning Dubai 
and Africa, this report brings together the peo-
ple, ideas, and discussions that will lead the 
Emirate and the continent on an uncharted, 
yet far-reaching, journey. ✖
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that offer the most potential for our members. 
More than USD27 million is currently being in-
vested by the chamber to raise awareness about 
business opportunities in African markets, and 
we have already made a great deal of progress in 
building bridges between the UAE and African 
business communities. At the center of this strat-
egy are Dubai Chamber’s representative offices in 
Africa, which are strategically located in Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Kenya, and Mozambique. We have plans 
to open additional offices on the continent in the 
near future. Before deciding on a location for our 
offices, we conduct a comprehensive analysis on 
the challenges and opportunities associated with 
doing business in specific countries, as well an 
evaluation of their prevailing economic, political, 
and social environments.

How do you assess the expanding opportunities for col-
laboration between Dubai and Africa? 
Africa is a key focus of Dubai Chamber’s expan-
sion strategy, and four out of our eleven existing 
offices are located on the continent. In recent 
years, we have stepped up our efforts to enhance 
our trade relations with African countries in line 
with our strategy of exploring promising markets 
around the world and identifying business op-
portunities that offer the most potential to our 
members and Dubai’s business community. The 
ever-expanding trade links between Africa and 
Dubai are a positive sign that our efforts are bear-
ing fruit. We look forward to exploring investment 
opportunities in new sectors and areas that UAE 
companies can benefit from. Going forward, we 
will continue to monitor economic developments 
and market opportunities in Africa and facilitate 
trade and commerce between the UAE and Afri-
can companies. Through its investments, interna-
tional offices, and the GBF Africa platform, Dubai 
Chamber is aiming to capitalize on that potential 
and facilitate new partnerships between African 
and UAE companies that can lead to mutual bene-
fits and economic growth. ✖

Can you elaborate on the historical ties between Dubai 
and Africa and the context in which Dubai looks to in-
crease ties with the region?
Dubai Chamber was established in 1965 to be a 
trusted partner to Dubai’s business community. 
In its role, it acts as a bridge between the Emir-
ate’s progressive government and its dynamic 
private sector. The chamber focuses on boosting 
business performance by encouraging innova-
tion, facilitating international expansion, and pro-
moting entrepreneurship—all with the ultimate 
objective of creating a resilient and responsive 
knowledge-based economy that is equipped to 
help Dubai meet existing and future challenges. 
It equips businesses with the knowledge and tools 
needed to succeed and grow, as well as provides 
them with access to business opportunities in 
promising markets. Dubai has always enjoyed a 
strong trading relationship with Africa thanks to 
the Emirate’s close proximity to the continent and 
its status as a preferred hub for African companies. 
In recent years, the relationship between Dubai 
and Africa has taken on a new direction following 
the 2010 instructions of His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
to place a stronger focus on the continent as an 
economic partner to Dubai and the UAE.

What role has Dubai Chamber taken in strengthening 
these relations?
Supporting this strategy, Dubai Chamber scaled-
up efforts to increase its presence and activities 
within Africa and is constantly evaluating new 
expansion opportunities across the continent. 
Over the last five years, the chamber has estab-
lished new platforms and channels for dialogue 
between public and private stakeholders, orga-
nized high-level trade missions between the UAE 
and African countries, launched the “Africa Gate-
way Portal,” which provides valuable business in-
sights into promising African markets, and iden-
tified business opportunities in African countries 
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A NEW era With strong trade relations as a solid 
base, Dubai Chamber looks to new 
markets and new opportunities in 
Africa.
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