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❱  CLIMATE CHANGE knows no boundaries; therefore, reducing car-
bon emissions to net zero is defined as the biggest challenge of the 

21st Century. An ambitious target that has woken up an entire gen-
eration will be present in every scope of life and is requiring urgent 
actions, in every field, from energy transition to food security and 
mobility. Even though this milestone has encouraging efforts toward 
renewable actions, they have shown low degree of certainty, we aim 
on technologies that has still not been proven, research that has not 
begun, or initiatives that have not been developed yet on big scale.

At the core, the Paris Agreement has been set out as a landmark 
to the international community, a legally binding treaty on climate 
change that was adopted by 196 countries at the Conference of the 
Parties on 2015. This treaty has a goal to limit global warming to well 
below 2 degrees Celsius, aiming to achieve pre-industrial levels. The 
treaty functions under nationally determined contributions (NDCs) 
on a five-year cycle, where each nation involved communicate and 
update actions to reduce greenhouse gas emission based on local 
measures and their repercussions beyond frontiers. 

Climate action must meet the expectations of our societies. Aware-
ness and socioeconomic realities are at the forefront, as Patricia Espi-
nosa, the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change has stated “Every country should have a 
national development plan that takes climate risks into account.” By 
this, expressing the need to take measures both in developed and less 
developed countries, on science and innovation to our united fight 
against climate change. 

The COP26 summit celebrated in 4Q2021, brought parties togeth-
er to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement. As 
some nations have a greater responsibility than others to tackle the 
problem, the two-year Glasgow-Sharm el Sheikh Work Programme 
on the Global Goal on Adaptation (The GlaSS) has showed a signif-
icant step toward strengthen implementation of adaptation policies 
in vulnerable countries. It also saw a record finance for the Adapta-
tion Fund, around three times the previous highest level. Contribu-
tions to the Least Developed Country Fund reached USD600 million, 
together with building the capacity of these countries for practical ac-
tion and policy making, technology transfer and technical assistance. 

COP26 highlighted diverse dimensions such as adaptation finance, 
mitigation, technology transfer and capacity building, loss and dam-
age, implementation, and collaboration, which served to express the 
severity in each scope and forecasting their room of improvement. A 
stronger commitment to limit global temperature rises to 1.5 degrees 
is there, alongside a greater acknowledgement of the latest science, 
which reflects the urgent need to act during this critical decade. 

Oman became one of the 196 signatories to the Treaty and submit-

ted its “Intended Nationally Determined Contributions” in 2015. The 
main goals were to achieve 25% average reduction in per capita emis-
sions between 2010 and 2030. On the same hand, Oman Vision 2040 
and the 10th development plan (2021-2025) has showcased a clear 
roadmap that guides the Sultanate towards major initiatives in the 
field of green hydrogen, ammonia, blue economy, food security, re-
newable ventures and energy transition. It reflects the government’s 
desire to leave behind an oil and gas dependent economy and sig-
nificantly increasing emission control and future abatement to zero 
through diversification. 

The government of Oman has undertaken necessary measures to 
restructure the state’s administrative apparatus, which have implied 
changes and updates in ministries, presenting new faces to the coun-
try. The Environment Authority was established on the eighteenth of 
August 2020 AD according to the Royal Decree No. 106/2020, con-
sidered as the agency responsible for protecting the environment, 
combat pollution and preserve the sustainable future of the country 
though the protection of wildlife, renewable sources and spreading 
awareness of circular economies.

The biggest energy and minerals companies in Oman such as BP, 
Total Energies, Bauer Nimr LLC, ENI, Energy Development Oman, 
Petroleum Development Oman and Shell, are not necessarily drop-
ping hydrocarbons from their portfolio, since they still imply the pri-
mary resource in the country’s economy but are by all means being 
responsible with their already existing carbon footprint, applying 
new technologies to take the emissions out of the atmosphere. As 
well as the reproduction of green methanol, biofuels, and bio chemi-
cals, to harvest a source of renewable generation.

As stated by Dr. Abdullah Bin Ali Al Amri, Chairman of the Environ-
ment Authority, “We are working closely with all stakeholders, part-
ners and government ministries to update the environmental legal 
framework, set key performance indicators, improve data collection 
and enhance environmental monitoring.” This has been showcased 
by initiatives to streamline the process of future green projects. Ac-
celeration of environmental permits and procedures, installation of 
waste management plans and protocols, technological innovation, 
environmental monitoring, investment opportunities and updated 
renewable use of resources such as energy, wind, and sun, will lead 
the way to a greener ecosystem in the Sultanate. 

Oman is indeed aware of their local conditions and is betting on 
their potential to become one of the leaders on the race toward a low 
carbon energy future. The acknowledgement of the value chain and 
the human development will be crucial to materialize each effort to-
wards achieving the Vision’s target of being under the top 20 coun-
tries for Environmental Performance by 2030. ✖

GREEN 
FUTURE
A new hydrogen alliance for Oman looks to make the sultanate new zero on 
carbon emissions by 2050.

F O C U S :  N E T  Z E R O  B Y  2 0 5 0
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I N T E R V I E W

Abdullah Bin Ali  Al  Amri 
C H A I R M A N ,
E N V I R O N M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y  ( E A )

EA in collaboration with the UN’s Environment Program Regional Office 

for West Asia and national key stakeholders in Oman are designing a 

green growth assessment for the Sultanate. What are the milestones 

of this plan?

Green growth is a primary goal for Oman and is at the core of 
Oman 2040 Vision. Almost all national priorities and targets 
within Vision 2040 are linked to green growth directly and in-
directly. EA considers green economy as a golden opportunity 
to diversify the economy, reduce carbon emissions, and min-
imize reliance on carbon intensive activities. Building on this 
critical importance, EA has embarked on a journey to build 
the momentum for green growth at a national level starting 
with green economy awareness workshop, series of engage-
ment sessions and recently detailed green growth assessment 
study across key sectors. All of these activities were carried out 
in collaboration with international and national experts from 
government and private-sector organizations. This work re-
vealed the high potential for green growth within Oman and 
highlighted enormous green opportunities across all sectors 
such as renewable energy projects, green hydrogen, waste and 
water reuse opportunities, and green buildings, to mention a 
few. Oman has already implemented a large number of green 
projects in the past few years across all sectors such as gas flar-
ing reduction projects, a number of solar and wind energy proj-
ects and substantial number of energy efficiency projects. All of 
these projects have contributed in cutting several millions tons 
of carbon emissions annually. EA is geared to continue this 

journey through wider national engagement and development 
of a detailed green growth roadmap with specific projects and 
activities across key sectors.

How do you balance the environmental consequences of any commer-

cial activity with the idea of turning natural reserves into a source of 

income?

Oman is blessed with a rich biodiversity and spectacular en-
vironmental and geological features. Throughout the years, 
a number of areas have been designated as nature reserves 
or conservation areas to ensure long term protection of these 
unique areas from unsustainable activities. Allowing people 
to visit and enjoy the beauty of nature reserves is a well prov-
en way, by itself, to appreciate the importance of these areas 
and enhance people environmental awareness. From our 
end, a number of measures are taken to limit possible impacts 
from sustainable tourism activities or commercial activities. 
For example, nature reserves are designated and categorized 
according to their environmental and biodiversity sensitiv-
ity and certain less sensitive areas are offered for investment. 
Similarly, each nature reserve follows a strict scientific zoning 
system where zones are divided according to the importance 
of its biodiversity features with buffer areas for additional pro-
tection. Each zone will have a list of permitted and non-per-
mitted activities taking into consideration possible environ-
mental impacts from these activities. In our case, only outer 
zones and less sensitives ones are offered for development of 
sustainable activities with clear guidelines and requirements. 
Furthermore, each nature reserve has dedicated rangers who 
monitor the area and ensure compliance. EA has established 
the Environmental Investment Department to facilitate and 
regulate investment opportunities across certain areas. In the 
coming year, we plan to offer a number of investment oppor-
tunities within our natural reserves. EA has already evaluated 
20 reserves under our responsibility and selected areas for in-
vestment with minimum impacts on the reserves’ ecosystem 
and biodiversity characteristics. Work is ongoing to announce 
suitable areas so that investors can apply and provide their in-
vestment proposals and designs. ✖

PATH TO
FOLLOW

EA is building the momentum for green growth in Oman via wider 
national engagement and development of a detailed green growth 
roadmap.

BIO 
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