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Africa’s	oil	and	gas	industry	set	to	meet	at	the	16th	Africa	Independents	Forum	in	May	
	
London	15	March	2017.	The	16th	Africa	Independents	Forum,	a	key	event	on	the	international	oil	and	
gas	calendar,	will	get	underway	in	London	on	the	24th	and	25th	of	May.		
	
This	annual	gathering	of	Africa’s	oil	and	gas	upstream	industry	is	an	essential	platform	for	reviewing	
the	state	of	the	industry	and	exchanging	ideas	on	game-changing	opportunities	for	the	future.	
Showcasing	Africa’s	premier	projects	and	upstream	operators,	the	forum	provides	plenty	of	scope	for	
corporate	independents,	international	oil,	gas	and	energy	companies	and	Government	officials	to	
network,	present	their	projects,	propose	new	ventures	and	firm	up	partnerships	and	investment	
deals.	
	
Being	held	around	the	theme	of	“Shaping	the	Continent's	Future	in	Upstream	Oil	&	Gas”,	this	year’s	
programme	focuses	on	developing	and	driving	change	in	the	industry.	In-depth	presentations	provide	
a	framework	for	exploring	solutions	that	move	beyond	survival	tactics	to	establish	best	practices	that	
better	equip	the	industry	to	weather	uncertainties	and	withstand	shocks	whilst	maintaining	optimum	
performance.		
	
A	recent	Ernst	&	Young	report	states	that	the	total	deal	value	for	Africa	in	2016	was	US$4.9	billion	
across	61	deals,	of	which	92%	were	upstream,	with	downstream	deals	making	up	the	remainder.	
Eighty	percent	of	the	upstream	deals	were	announced	in	the	fourth	quarter,	possibly	due	to	a	return	
of	confidence	in	the	industry	and	an	expected	upturn	in	operational	activity	in	the	ensuing	months.	

This	forecast	upswing	sets	an	optimistic	tone	for	the	16th	Africa	Independents	Forum.	Confirmed	
speakers	who	will	share	their	insights	are	Pade	Durotoye,	CEO	of	Oando	Energy	Resources;	Darran	
Lucas,	Exploration	and	New	Ventures	Director	at	Sasol;	Erwin	Kroll,	Senior	Vice	President	for	the	
Middle	East	and	Africa	at	OMV	Upstream;	Neil	Ritson,	Chairman	of	Solo	Oil	Plc	and	Oisin	Fanning,	
Executive	Chairman	of	San	Leon	Energy	in	Dublin.		
	
A	highlight	of	the	forum,	the	79th	PetroAfricanus	dinner,	will	be	hosted	by	ITE	at	The	Waldorf	Hilton	
where	Jasper	Peijs,	VP	of	Exploration	Africa	at	BP,	will	address	members	of	the	PetroAfricanus	Club.		
	
Also	hosted	by	AIF	is	the	8th	Global	Women	in	Petroleum	&	Energy	Club	Luncheon,	organised	by	
Frontier	Communications	with,	as	guest	speaker,	Sandy	Stash,	Group	VP	for	Safety,	Sustainability	and	
External	Affairs	at	London’s	Tullow	Oil.		
	
In	2015	the	Ugandan	government,	represented	by	Ernest	Rubondo,	Acting	Director	of	Petroleum,	
Directorate	of	Energy	&	Minerals,	used	the	AIF	to	promote	its	maiden	competitive	bidding	round	for	
the	licensing	of	six	blocks	in	the	Albertine	Graben	which	resulted	in	17	firms	submitting	applications	
for	qualification.	
	
Organised	by	ITE,	the	forum	provides	excellent	exposure	for	sponsors,	exhibitors	and	advertisers	with	
a	number	of	tailored	opportunities	for	showcasing	and	networking.	The	latest	sponsor	to	come	on	
board	is	Lagos-based	ACAS-Law.	
	
For	more	information:	www.africa-independentsforum.com	
	

http://www.africa-independentsforum.com/
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About	ITE	
	
ITE	is	one	of	the	world’s	leading	organisers	of	international	trade	exhibitions	and	conferences	and	
specialise	in	organising	events	in	growing	and	developing	markets.	These	events	help	to	connect	your	
business	to	the	world.	
	
ITE	organises	over	240	exhibitions	and	conferences	each	year	worldwide	with	many	market	leading	
events	and	well	known	brands	in	key	industry	sectors.	
	
The	product	range	includes	everything	from	niche	specialist	conferences	through	to	globally	
significant	trade	fairs	with	mass	appeal	and	influence.	
	
www.ite-exhibitions.com	
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