
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
ARABIAN HOTEL INVESTMENT CONFERENCE PROVIDES A PLATFORM FOR 

EMIRATI YOUTHS TO ENTER THE INDUSTRY 
 

• For the second year, the Arabian Hotel Investment Conference (AHIC) will be 
working with Ròya International and educational institutions to showcase careers in 
the hospitality industry 
 

• Ròya International’s founder, Ahmed Ramdan is spearheading a unique outreach to 
Emirati students who are under the care and guidance of Awqaf and Minors Affairs 
Foundation (AMAF) 
 

• AHIC 2016 to take place from 26 - 28th April at Madinat Jumeirah, Dubai and is the 
Middle East’s leading hotel investment conference 

 

Dubai, UAE – 20 April 2016 – Organisers of this year’s Arabian Hotel Investment 

Conference (AHIC) have just announced details of a very special forum which is running for 

the first time on 28th April, during this year’s AHIC. Presenting a unique career seminar 

supported by the Awqaf and Minors Affairs Foundation the Dubai Government Department 

responsible for Emirati youths who have lost one or both parents, AHIC will team up with 

Ròya International’s founder Ahmed Ramdan, the Glion Institute of Higher Education (GIHE) 

and Les Roches International School of Hotel Management (LRB) to encourage and nurture 

Emirati talent in the hospitality industry.  

 

Choosing his career at a time shortly after the UAE had just been formed, Ahmed Ramdan, 

bucked the trend for young Emiratis seeking professions in engineering, law or medicine and 

decided to embark on a career in hospitality when there were only four major hotels in 

Dubai. After many successful years in the upper echelons of international hotel 

management, he formed his own company, Ròya International which is now one of the most 

recognised hospitality advisory firms in the GCC. Through Ròya, Ramdan was able to 

develop some of the most iconic properties in the GCC and truly make an impact on the 

region's tourism and hospitality industry.  

 

Mr. Ramdan remarked: “Here in the UAE, particularly Dubai, the importance of hospitality is 

clear and growing. The hotel and tourism sector plus the airline industry account for a very 

significant percentage of our GDP.  We are located at the heart of the East and West, a 

global mid world capital and presenting the benefits of hospitality are important factors for 

our young people as they begin their choice of career planning.”  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 

At the forum, there will be a tailored programme of activities and talks to engage the young 

Emiratis and raise awareness of the varied hospitality management careers which are 

available. There will be information on career training paths and scholarships available for 

students accepted to study abroad. 

 

“Offering advice and guidance is the backbone of Ròya International and we are extremely 

pleased to be supporting Ahmed Ramdan’s vision of increasing the number of young 

Emiratis in the hospitality industry through this initiative which is supported by some of the 

world’s most prestigious tourism and hospitality schools. We are also privileged to be able to 

work with some fantastic young people under the care of AMAF,” said Jennifer Pettinger-

Haines, Managing Director Middle East of Bench Events. 

 

On the 26th of this month (April), the 12th AHIC will take place in Dubai at the Madinat, 

Jumeirah. Held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 

Chairman of Dubai Airports, President of Dubai Department for Civil Aviation and Chairman 

and Group CEO of Emirates, the event is the region’s leading hotel investment conference 

and is renowned for its programme designed to tackle industry challenges directly. 

 

For more information on all event sponsors and a full list of the 124 planned speakers visit 

www.arabianconference.com.  

 

-Ends- 

 
For press registration please email Tryphena.Greenwood@bm for a press code. 
 
Notes to Editors  
Sponsors of AHIC 2016 are: Al Marjan Island, Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group, Jumeirah 
Group and Katara Hospitality as Platinum Sponsors; AccorHotels, Dur Hospitality, Emaar 
Hospitality Group, Hilton Worldwide, IFA Hotel Investments, IHG (InterContinental Hotels 
Group), Marriott International, SMIT Morocco, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide Inc, 
Wyndham Hotel Group and YAS (Abu Dhabi Motorsports Management) as Emerald 
Sponsors; Wanda Hotels & Resorts as Networking Community Sponsor; AECOM, Bahrain 
Economic Development Board, Berwin Leighton Paisner LLP, Centara Hotels & Resorts, 
Colliers International, Deloitte, ERC (Egyptian Resorts Company), ESPA, Faithful + Gould, 
FRHI - Hotels & Resorts, HKS Architects and Planners, HVS, JLL, Mashreq Bank, Melia 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Hotels International, Modul University Dubai, PwC, Roya, Shaza Hotels and STR and Taj 
Hotels Resorts & Palaces as Gold Sponsors and Ruckus Wireless as Connectivity Sponsor. 
 
For press information contact: 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller 
Tryphena Greenwood or Dana Sleiman  
Email: Ahic@bm.com   
Phone: 04 4507 600  
 
About Bench Events 
Bench Events has a long track record of delivering, with its partners, the premier hotel investment 
events across Europe, the Middle East and Africa. Bench Events’ Chairman, Jonathan Worsley, was 
one of the founders of the highly successful International Hotel Investment Forum which is now in its 
nineteenth year (www.berlinconference.com). In 2005, he was responsible for launching the Arabian 
Hotel Investment Conference in Dubai (www.arabianconference.com); and in 2008 launched the 
Russia & CIS Hotel Investment Conference (www.russia-cisconference.com). In 2011 Bench Events 
added two events to its portfolio, co-hosting the Turkey & Neighbours Hotel Investment Conference 
(www.cathic.com) and the Africa Hotel Investment Forum founded in 2013 (www.africa-
conference.com). In 2014 Bench Events launched the Global Restaurant Investment Forum 
(www.restaurant-invest.com) in Dubai to great acclaim.  
Bench Events recently supported the Ethiopian charity www.artistsforcharity.org raising enough funds 
to help them complete their goal of putting a children’s playground in Addis Ababa’s largest hospital.   
www.benchevents.com.  
 
About MEED 
For 50 years business leaders have been relying on MEED (Middle East Economic Digest) to give 
them a wealth of factual, unbiased business information that they need to be successful. The MEED 
brand represents an unrivalled portfolio of high calibre business information products, online services 
and premier networking events. MEED Conferences is part of the leading information brand in the 
Middle East working to provide delegates with the very latest business sensitive information. Over the 
past 12 years, MEED Conferences has organised events attended by senior government officials and 
thousands of international business people. The conference series is aimed at companies actively 
seeking business in the markets of the Middle East. MEED is well established as the source of 
strategic and accurate regional information placing it in a unique position to bring together high-calibre 
speakers.  
www.meed.com.  
 

About	  Ròya	  International	  (www.royainternational.com)	  

Founded	   in	   1998,	   	   Dubai	   based	   Ròya	   is	   an	   international	   specialist	   hospitality	   consultancy	   firm	  
providing	   proven	   expertise	   to	   the	   hospitality,	   leisure,	   tourism,	   food|beverage	   and	   real	   estate	  
industries.	   	   Headed	   by	   Ahmed	   Ramdan,	   the	   group	   and	   its	   more	   than	   60	   full	   time	   international	  
hospitality	  professionals	  offer	  full	  range	  hospitality,	  advisory	  and	  asset	  management	  services.	  	  Their	  
sister	  company	  RPM	  www.rpm-‐itl.com	  are	  reputed	  project	  managers	  with	  a	  broad	  portfolio	  of	  large	  
and	  small	  projects	  managed	  from	  concept	  to	  turn	  key	  delivery.	  	   


